Minutes of the Hills City Council/Hills EDA
& Board of Appeal & Equalization meetings
May 12, 2026 at 6:00 PM

Jim Susie opened the meeting with the pledge of allegiance.
Council present: Jim Susie, Joe Streeter, Dusty Seachris, Vickie Busswitz and Dennis Boese.

Council absent: None.
Employee present: Connie Wiertzema, City Clerk-Treasurer; and Dustin Verhey, Public Works Supervisor.

Guests: Allen Saakyan, Liaison for the Hills Chamber. Rachel Jacobs, Land Records Director; and Assessors: Scott
Adams, Haley Boltjes, and Katie Vangrootheest. Nicole Ronchetti, reporter for the Star Herald; Angie Sjaarda,
Howard & Susan Vis, Dennis Hartman, Alyson Olson, Marilyn & Jim Jellema, Jason Martens, Keith & Annette
Elbers, Wade & Kylah Jellema, Kale & Hailee Wiertzema, Karic & Nicole Wiertzema, Steve Wiertzema, Rod
Verhey, Nick Wysong, Logan Susie, Derek Bundesen, Jared Rozeboom, Larry & Deb Haak, Dan Fick, Madison
Spath, Missy Seachris, Brock Harmack, Sawyer Bosch, Jodie Harnack, Arlen & Lois Leenderts, Breanna Top, Mary
& Fred Kortlever, Mike Top, Ross Metzger, Joni Deelstra, Josh Haak, Ryan Haak, Tim & Trista Bosch, Amy Susie,
Jesse & Karin Gaugler, Scott & Heather Harris, Megan & Chris Zylstra, Melanie Fiekema, Harvey & Heidi Gehrke,
Bud & Jody DeBoer, Alan & Bonnie Leenderts, Justin Maciejack, Stacen Burgers, Lee & Casey Westphal, Kelly
DeBoer, Nora Wysong, Deon Carrier, Filiz Junge, Samantha McGaffee, Jeff Nelson, Jessica Boelman, Wade
Johnson, Steve Howdle and Tonya Johnson.

Allen Saakyan presented updates to the promo website, added a business page, updated gallery, history, city logos
and city law library. The Council commented that the City already has a website, which has been updated and
continues to be; also there’s no need to put the school on the City’s website. The City Council agreed to keep the
current website.

Keith Elbers requested a building permit for a new home to be built at 105 North Main Avenue,
Parcel #15-01640-000. No basement, flat on grade, and the owners will have the property surveyed and build in
accordance with the City’s setbacks - Approved.

Allen Saakyan gave his perspective as a city resident regarding rural servicing district classifications. [ don’t
represent the Sandagers. Mayor Jim Susie has spoken with Sandagers, and they do not want Allen Saakyan
involved. The Council thanked Saakyan for his thoughts but prefer to put more thought and research into it.

Allen Saakyan offered various city logos even without doing the IT work. The Council thanked him for his input but
are not interested.

Approved the minutes of April 14th.

Approved payment of the list of bills.

Approved for Tonya Johnson and Steve Howdle @ 302 East Third Street to remove sidewalk from their front door
towards East Third Street, and from their back door towards South Anna Avenue. The sidewalk along the
boulevards will not be removed.

Approved to renew a building permit for Dean Knobloch @ 309 South Central Avenue, Parcel #15-0187-000 to
build a garage in the back yard, and install a culvert under the driveway near the drainage ditch. The initial permit

was approved in July 2018.

Approved for Stan and Amanda Metzger @ 600 South Elizabeth Avenue, Parcel #15-0265-000 to replace their deck
with an 18’x30’ patio and 4’ wide sidewalk from the patio to the NW commer of the home.
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At 6:30 PM the regular city meeting was recessed in order to open the Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting with
Rachel Jacobs, Land Records Director; and Assessors Scott Adams, Haley Boltjes, and Katie Vangrootheest. There
were no guests present for the purpose of the Board of Appeal meeting. The main changes: Hills increased 3% for
residential so at 94%. The median ratio is 91.35%. There were two appeals that contacted the assessor’s office.
There were changes at Ed and Teka Siebenaler’s, changed the sketch of their home from 635,600 to 558,800. Also at
Lyle and Laura Reusch’s, just a garage on the property which is used for residential storage; removed the value for
no home, switched to residential from 129,900 to 61,000. Council approved of the changes. Closed the Local Board
of Appeal & Equalization meeting at 6:45 PM.

MAINTENANCE REPORT:
- Purchased nine trees for Rez Park; and one for the softball field;
- Concrete construction at the softball field is complete;
- Discussed temporary help (only as needed) applicants: Karson Metzger & Blake Miller;
- Replace two pedestals at Rez Park at $700 each;
- Recently caught six beaver at Rez Park;
- Received Lazer X mower trade-in. Next year discuss the trade-in of the Hustler mower.
- Next year consider doing the Spring junk day to be the same as the Fall junk day with roll-off dumpsters at
the maintenance building.
- The Statue of Liberty work started in the City Park.

Recessed the regular meeting at 7:00 PM in order move the meeting to the Hills American Legion building, due to
the large number of guests attending in support of the Hills City Council. Reopened the meeting at 7:10 PM.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
-General fund CD matures on 5/21/26. Council approved to transfer funds from the CD to the City’s
general checking account.
Approved of the Treasurer’s report.

Deon Carriere, owner of Brody’s bar requested permission to have a beer garden at the Jacobson Park/City Park
with beer, wine coolers, pop, and water on Saturday afternoon of Friendship Days; and a beer garden on Main
Avenue during the Fire Departments fire wars and street dance, also at the Smoke Fest in October — Approved.

Justin Maciejack @ 401 South Main Avenue, Parcel #15-0148-000 and #15-0148-100 requested a building permit
for a new 30°x45’ garage and 20’ to peak, moving the new garage closer to the home. Vinyl siding and asphalt
shingles. Garage will be of the same size as the current garage, but will include a 12°x12” patio. Start work in
August. The existing garage will be removed. Council will review the plans and get back to Maciejack next month.

Kelsey Junge @ 701 South Anna Avenue, Parcel #15-0314-000 requested a building permit for a 16’ x 50°6” garage
addition with 16’ to peak, built on the north side of the existing garage. The overhang will remain the same, and the

siding will be the same as the existing garage and home — Approved.

The Hills American Legion requested additional storage space within the Legion building, preferably the space on
the west side of the restrooms — Approved.

Mayor Susie opened-up the mic for public comments. An open forum was held at the Hills American Legion
building with several citizens voicing their opinions and concerns.

Council reviewed some damages within the Legion building from the May 10" rental and agreed to withhold the
deposit.

No further discussion, meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM.



